
So what can we 
do as parents?
There are 3 practical steps you can take right now:

1 Talk with the file-
sharer(s) in your home!
File-sharing and other forms of technology in the 
home are opportunities to increase parent–child 
communication. Get your children to show you how 
they are using the computer and what they are sharing. 
Talk about copyright, and who loses out when songs 
get distributed on the Internet – performing artists? 
Songwriters? Are they deprived of the chance to earn 
a living from their work?  But also - who pays the bill if 
someone in your house gets sued?



2 Check your 
computer
You can make sure you are aware of what is on your 
family computer – whether you or another member of the 
household put it there. There is free information available 
that will take you through how to identify or disable P2P 
software step by step; see, for example, www.ifpi.org.

It is also important to make sure that your computer is 
tvsxigxih ekemrwx zmvywiw erh wt}{evi erh lew Ă vi{epp 
software installed. You can generally get free anti-virus 
software from your Internet service provider (ISP). Up 
to date anti-virus software can help capture anything 
downloaded from P2P. See www.getnetwise.org for 
details of tools to help protect your computer.

“How 
do I know 

if I have files 
that are being 
shared on my 
computer?”




