
Top three things that stop 
young people going online: 
fear of risks, no access, not 
being allowed*

lN THE UK

1 IN 12 
YOUNG PEOPLE  DO NOT USE 
THE lNTERNET

1 IN 6
ADULTS 
DO NOT USE 
THE lNTERNET

TOP THREE THlNGS THAT STOP 
ADULTS GOlNG ONLlNE: LACK OF 
MOTlVATlON, NO ACCESS, NOT 
HAVlNG THE SKlLLS*

TOP THREE THlNGS THAT STOP YOUNG 
PEOPLE GOlNG ONLlNE: FEAR OF 
RlSKS, NO ACCESS, NOT BElNG 
ALLOWED*

lS lT TO GET 

PEOPLE 

ONLlNE?

DOES THE lNTERNET PROVlDE

WHAT
OPPORTUNlTlES

YOUNG PEOPLE?

lS THE 

lNTERNET A

BASlC
HUMAN

RlGHT?

WHOSE

RESPONSlBlLlTY

*Statistics from Ofcom, Race Online 2012, UK Office for National Statistics, Youth IGF Project 2009 
Survey, TES and E-learning Foundation. See www.youthigfproject.com for references.

OF UK TEACHERS BELlEVE THAT CHlLDREN WlTH NO lNTERNET ACCESS ARE 

MORE THAN HALF

SERlOUSLY DlSADVANTAGED lN THElR EDUCATlON*

THE MORE ACCESSlBLE 
THE lNTERNET BECOMES THE 
MORE WE WlLL DEVELOP  
A GLOBAL COMMUNlTY 
JACK – AGED 15

THE lNTERNET 
SHOULD BE 
FOR EVERYONE  
lT SHOULD NOT BE DEPENDENT 
ON WHO OR WHERE YOU ARE
 MATTHEW – AGED 15

2011

?

WHAT DO YOU 
THlNK PREVENTS 

YOUNG 
PEOPLE  
GOlNG ONLlNE?

HOW CAN WE

 MOTlVATE PEOPLE  
TO GET 
ONLlNE?
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C
hildnet created the Youth IG

F Project to include the voice of children and young people 
at the IG

F. As the Youth IG
F Project enters its third year, it has been encouraging to see 

the positive m
ove tow

ards youth participation at the Internet G
overnance Forum

.

The Youth IG
F Project has also grow

n and m
atured over the last three years. In 2009 

C
hildnet spoke to over 1500 children and young people from

 across the U
K about their 

online experiences, their online rights and their w
ishes for the future of the internet, taking 

tw
o young people and the voice of youth from

 the U
K to the IG

F in Sharm
 El Sheikh. In 

2010, w
e took seven young people to the IG

F in Vilnius and introduced a sum
m

er youth 
cam

p to equip the young people to take part in various w
orkshops at the IG

F. This year 
w

e are bringing a team
 of eight young people to the IG

F in N
airobi w

here they w
ill be 

holding their ow
n w

orkshop and taking part in a range of other discussions. 

W
e look forw

ard to hearing w
hat they have to say this year and to the continued 

involvem
ent and contribution of young people in the IG

F over the com
ing years.
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N In preparation for the Internet G
overnance Forum

 the youth team
 cam

e to stay in London for
a residential youth cam

p, w
here they discussed the issues of access and diversity and heard from

 
a w

ide range of civil society groups and key players in the internet industry. The cam
p encouraged 

the young people to develop their ow
n ideas about Internet G

overnance and they all responded by 
producing their ow

n personal statem
ent of beliefs, w

hich you can read at w
w

w
.youthigfproject.com

.

All eight youth participants are at the IG
F in N

airobi presenting their unique perspectives, and
giving out their ow

n ‘Statem
ent of beliefs postcards’.

COME AND LlSTEN TO THE YOUTH PARTlClPANTS SPEAKlNG 

ON THE PANEL FOR THE FOLLOWlNG WORKSHOPS:

W
ill G

ardner
C

EO
, C

hildnet International
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YOUTH IGF TEAM 2011

A GLOBAL CONSlDERATlON

OF THE CHALLENGES
TO ACCESS&

THE OPPORTUNlTlES 

THAT ACCESS AFFORDS,

FROM A YOUTH PERSPECTlVE.

CHALLENGlNG MYTHS
ABOUT YOUNG PEOPLE AND THE lNTERNET

CAN DlGlTAL ClTlZENSHlP 
SCALE lNTO THE EMERGlNG 
AND DEVELOPlNG COUNTRlES 
EFFECTlVELY? SHOULD lT?

W
S 76:

W
S 417:

W
S 92:

THE ElGHT YOUNG PEOPLE lN THlS YEAR’S YOUTH lGF 

PROJECT COME FROM AROUND THE UNlTED KlNGDOM AND 

CHANNEL lSLANDS, FROM URBAN AND RURAL SETTlNGS, 

AND RANGE lN AGE FROM 15 TO 17. 

SOME OF THE YOUTH PARTlClPANTS ARE FAMlLlAR 
FACES AT THE lGF, BUT THEY ARE JOlNED BY NEWLY 
RECRUlTED TEAM MEMBERS WHO ARE EXPERlENClNG 
THE lGF FOR THE FlRST TlME.

W
e all need to recognise 

that the internet is an 
em

pow
ering tool w

hich can 
enhance society, culture, 
econom

ies and im
prove 

how
 inform

ation is obtained. 
W

e all have an obligation to 
ensure that regardless of 
geographical location or 
social background that the 
internet is both available and 
accessible.
M

atthew
, 15

Everybody deserves the 
opportunity to choose 
if they w

ish to benefi t 
from

 all the internet 
has to off er, and no 
barriers, w

hether social, 
econom

ical, intellectual 
or otherw

ise should 
inhibit this.
Alex, 17

Every single person around 
the w

orld should have 
access to the internet, even 
if they live in a rural area of 
their country/island or have 
a disability. ISP’s should 
be putting m

ore eff ort in to 
supplying the connection 
and ‘m

eg’ speeds that they 
have prom

ised.
D

an, 15

W
e should encourage 

and nurture those people 
(young and old) w

ho 
aren’t on the internet by 
supporting Race O

nline 
2012, an organisation 
w

ith the target of getting 
everybody in the U

K on the 
internet by 2012.
Alannah, 15

Those w
ho are digitally 

excluded should be aided 
to overcom

e their barriers 
to access. W

ebsites w
hich 

broadcast globally should 
endeavour to provide their 
service in a w

ide variety of 
languages and the internet 
should be m

ade m
ore 

accessible to disabled 
users.
N

icola, 15

W
e need to raise 

aw
areness about lack of 

m
otivation and education 

w
hich creates a barrier for 

potential internet users. 
This can be accom

plished 
through classes, softw

are 
and eff ective advertising.
C

onnor, 15

The internet can easily 
connect the w

orld together 
and all countries across the 
globe can begin developing 
their com

m
unities but the 

fi rst step is the hardest 
– educating the w

orld 
to the positive im

pact 
and advantages that the 
internet provides.
Jack, 15

O
ne of the m

ain reasons 
for people not being online 
is a lack of m

otivation; 
people need to know

 the 
benefi ts of w

hat is online 
and how

 their lives can be 
im

proved by it in order for 
this m

otivation to grow.
Becca, 16
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lT lS lMPORTANT FOR US TO HAVE OUR SAY 
ABOUT THE NET BECAUSE WE USE lT THE MOST AND 
SOMETlMES KNOW MORE ABOUT lT THAN ADULTS DO!

ENGAGlNG YOUNG PEOPLE lN THE 
lNTERNET GOVERNANCE FORUM (lGF)
lS VlTALLY lMPORTANT. lT lS CHlLDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE WHO ARE AT THE FOREFRONT OF USlNG AND
ADOPTlNG NEW lNTERNET TECHNOLOGlES, EMBRAClNG THEM lN A DlFFERENT WAY TO MANY ADULTS.


